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from high mountains.   It is quite unlike most of Asia's great cities, which
are seaports, or at least lie in rich alluvial lowlands.
Manchukuo and Chosen
As we go north from China to Manchukuo and then east to Chosen
(Korea) the railways, for the first time since we left India, tend to form
a genuine net. The main reason is that here we come upon the work of
the Japanese, just as we came upon that of the English in India and the
Dutch in Java. Manchukuo contains one of the world's great plains,
although it is small compared with those of Soviet Russia, or the Amer-
icas. It lies so far north that cold winters are a handicap. On the northern
boundary along the Amur River the average temperature in January is
—10° F., with minima as low as —45°. The summers, however, are
pleasantly warm, and crops grow quite well. The mountains surround-
ing the plain are still colder, but few people live there. The chief cities
are in the south, where it is not so cold. Antung lies on the coast where
Manchukuo joins Chosen, while Mukden is located a little way back
from the coast in the main plain not far from the Chinese border. A
third great city, Harbin, lies north of the center of Manchukuo, so that
its January temperature averages 4° below zero. Nevertheless, the winter
is a time of active trade when one hears the creak of springless two-
wheeled carts in which soy beans are being brought for sale by the farmers.
In a country of this sort, without hard-surfaced roads, heavy rain and
mud make it hard to travel in summer, but frozen ground with only a
little snow makes it easy in winter.
Chosen is a typical Asiatic peninsula with high mountains on the east
and a lowland on the west. Under Japanese rule many short railroads
have been built in the lower western part, but the east still remains little
touched by modern changes. Keijo, or Seoul, in the middle of the west
side, is the only large city.
Japan
In the railroad map (A569) Japan has a more European appearance
than any other part of Asia. A similar approach to the European type
is seen in many other Japanese conditions, such as the amount of manu-
facturing, the tendency toward colonial expansion, the use of electricity,
and the development of great cities. If Japan were not so mountainous
these conditions would probably be still more pronounced. Nevertheless,
the mountains are a help to Japan. They complete the work done by
the Sea of Japan in protecting eastern and southern Japan from the cold
winds which make the winter so severe on the mainland. In January
the east coast of Japan averages about 12° F. warmer than Peiping in the

